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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 (Currently amended) A method for visualizing numerical benchmarks to interpret 
performance of a business, comprising: 

sending a first electronic request to a data provider directly from a user, the request 
specifying a business; 

sending a second electronic request to the data provider directly from a user, the request 
specifying an industry; 

receiving information electronically from the data provider relating to the general 
performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry wherein the 
information includes a business ratio value, an industry lower quartile value, an industry median 
value and an industry upper quartile value; 

loading the received information into a spreadsheet application; and 

creating a display based on the information loaded into the spreadsheet application, 
including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally symmetric about a first axis and having a 
left and right side, the left side of the graphical shape being associated with the upper ouartile 
value, the right side of the graphical shape being associated with the lower guartile value, and 
the first axis being associated with the median value, and further including in the display the 
lower quartile value, the median value, a*d-the upper quartile value of the industry, and at least 
one reference demarcation regarding a performance of the specified business in relation to the 
specified industry, wherein the business ratio value is indicated in relation to the industry lower 
quartile value, industry median value, and industry upper quartile value and further i nc l uding i n 
the display a t le ast one r e fer e nce d e marcation re g ar ding a p e rfo r manc e of the specif ie d 
busin e ss in relation to the spec i fi e d i ndustry . 
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2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining whether the business ratio value is between the iower quartile value and the 
upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the iower quartile value, the median value and the upper quartile 
value, wherein the business ratio value is located between the lower quartile value and the 
upper quartile value, based on the determination that the business ratio value is between the 
lower quartile value and the upper quartile value, 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

determining whether the business ratio value is outside a range between the lower 
quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value, and the upper quartile 
value, wherein the business ratio value is located outside the range between the lower quartile 
value and the upper quartile value based on the determination that the business ratio value is at 
least one of less than the lower quartile value or greater than the upper quartile value. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the business ratio value represents at 
least one of a quick ratio, a current ratio, a current liabilities to net worth ratio, a current liabilities 
to inventory ratio, a total liabilities to net worth ratio, a fixed assets to net worth ratio, a collection 
period ratio, a sales to inventory ratio, an assets to sales ratio, a sales to net working capital 
ratio, an accounts payable to sales ratio, a return on sales ratio, a return on assets ratio, and a 
return on equity ratio. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a first color to indicate performance of the business between 
the lower quartile value and the median value and using a second color to indicate performance 
of the business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein reference demarcation of the business 
ratio value includes using a first shading to indicate performance of the business between the 
lower quartile value and the median value and using a second shading to indicate performance 
of the business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein reference demarcation of the business 
ratio value includes using a minus sign to indicate performance of the business between the 
lower quartile value and the median value and using a plus sign to indicate performance of the 
business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

8-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently amended) An apparatus for visualizing numerical benchmarks to 
interpret performance of a business, comprising: 
a memory having program instructions; 
a display screen; and 

a processor responsive to the program instructions to 

send a first electronic request to a data provider directly from a user, the request 
specifying a business; 
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send a second electronic request to the data provider directly from a user, the 
request specifying an industry; 

receive information electronically from the data provider relating to the general 
performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry wherein the 
information includes a business ratio value, an industry lower quartile value, an industry 
median value and an industry upper quartile value; 

loading the received information into a spreadsheet application; and 

create a display based on the information loaded into the spreadsheet 
application, including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally symmetric about a first 
axis and having a left and right side, the left side of the graphical shape being associated 
with the upper quartile value, the right side of the graphical shape being associated with 
the lower quartile value, and the first axis being associated with the median value, and 
further including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value, aftd-the upper 
quartile value of the industry , and at least one reference demarcation regarding a 
performance of the specified business in relation to the specifie d industry, wherein the 
business ratio value is indicated in relation to the industry lower quartile value, industry 
median value, and industry upper quartiie value and furth e r i nc l ud i ng i n the d i sp l ay at 
l east on e r e f e r e nc e d e marcat i on regarding a performanc e of th e spec i fied bus i ness i n 
r e lation to the spec i fi e d industry . 

1 5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor is further configured 

to: 

determine whether the business ratio value is between the lower quartile value and the 
upper quartile value; and 
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include in the display the lower quartile value, the median value and the upper quartiSe 
value, wherein the business ratio value is located between the lower quartile vaiue and the 
upper quartile value, based on the determination that the business ratio vaiue is between the 
lower quartile vaiue and the upper quartile value. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor is further configured 

to: 

determine whether the business ratio value is outside a range between the lower quartile 
value and the upper quartile value; and 

include in the display the lower quartile value, the median vaiue, and the upper quartile 
vaiue, wherein the business ratio value is located outside the range between the lower quartile 
value and the upper quartile value based on the determination that the business ratio value is at 
least one of less than the lower quartile value or greater than the upper quartile value. 

1 7. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the business ratio value 
represents at least one of a quick ratio, a current ratio, a current liabilities to net worth ratio, a 
current liabilities to inventory ratio, a total liabilities to net worth ratio, a fixed assets to net worth 
ratio, a collection period ratio, a sales to inventory ratio, an assets to sales ratio, a sales to net 
working capital ratio, an accounts payable to sales ratio, a return on sales ratio, a return on 
assets ratio, and a return on equity ratio. 

1 8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor is further configured 
to use a first color to indicate performance of the business between the lower quartile value and 
the median value and use a second color to indicate performance of the business between the 
median value and the upper quartile value. 
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19. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor is further configured 
to use a first shading to indicate performance of the business between the lower quartile value 
and the median value and use a second shading to indicate performance of the business 
between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

20. (Origina!) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor is further configured 
to use a minus sign to indicate performance of the business between the lower quartile value 
and the median value and use a plus sign to indicate performance of the business between the 
median value and the upper quartile value. 

21 . (Currently amended) An apparatus for visualizing numerical benchmarks, 
comprising: 

a memory having program instructions; 
a display screen; and 

a processor responsive to the program instructions to 

send a first electronic request to a data provider directly from a user, the request 
specifying a business; 

send a second electronic request to the data provider directly from a user, the 
request specifying an industry; 

receive information electronically from the data provider relating to the general 
performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry wherein the 
information includes a business ratio value, an industry lower quartile value, an industry 
median value and an industry upper quartiie value; 

loading the received information into a spreadsheet application; and 
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create a display based on the information loaded into the spreadsheet 

application, including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally symmetric about a first 

axis and having a left and right side, the left side of the graphical shape being associate 

with the upper guartile value, the right side of the graphical shape being associated with 

the lower quartile value, and the first axis being associated with the median value, and 

further including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value, and-the upper 

quartile value of the industry , and at least one reference demarcation regarding a 

performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry, wherein the 

business ratio value is indicated in relation to the industry lower quartile value, industry 

median value, and industry upper quartile value and furth e r inc l ud i ng i n th e di sp l ay at 

r e lati o n to th e sp e c i f ie d i ndustry . 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further configured 

to: 

determine whether the comparative value is between the lower value and the upper 
value; and 

include in the display the lower value, the median value and the upper value, wherein 
the comparative value is positioned between the lower value and the upper value, based on the 
determination that the comparative value is between the lower value and the upper value. 

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further configured 

to: 

determine whether the comparative value is outside a range between the lower value 
and the upper value; and 
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include in the display the lower value, the median value and the upper value, wherein 
the comparative value is located outside the range between the lower value and the upper value 
based on the determination that the comparative value is at least one of less than the lower 
value and greater than the upper value. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further configured 
to use a first color to indicate performance between the lower value and the median value and 
use a second color to indicate performance of the business between the median value and the 
upper value. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the processor is further configured 
to use a first shading to indicate performance of the comparative value between the lower value 
and the median value and use a second shading to indicate performance of the comparative 
value between the median value and the upper value. 

26. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 , wherein the processor is further configured 
to use a minus sign to indicate performance of the comparative value between the lower value 
and the median value and use a plus sign to indicate performance of the comparative value 
between the median value and the upper value. 

27. (Currently amended) A computer-readable medium containing instructions for 
visualizing numerical benchmarks to interpret performance of a business, comprising: 

sending a first electronic request to a data provider directly from a user, the request 
specifying a business; 
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sending a second electronic request to the data provider directly from a user, the request 
specifying an industry; 

receiving information electronically from the data provider relating to the genera! 
performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry wherein the 
information includes a business ratio value, an industry lower quartile value, an industry median 
value and an industry upper quartile value; 

loading the received information into a spreadsheet application; and 

creating a display based on the information loaded into the spreadsheet application, 
including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally symmetric about a first axis and having a 
left and right side, the left side of the graphical shape being associate with the upper quartile 
value, the right side of the graphical shape being associated with the lower guartile value, and 
the first axis being associated wit h the med ian value, and further including in the display the 
lower quartile value, the median value, aod-the upper quartile value of the industry , and at least 
one reference demarcation regarding a performance of the specified business in relation to the 
specified industry, wherein the business ratio value is indicated in relation to the industry lower 
quartile value, industry median value, and industry upper quartile value a nd furth e r including in 
th e display a t l e ast on e r e f e r e nc e d e marc a t i on r eg ard i ng a performanc e of th e sp e c i fied 
bu siness in re l ation to th e spec i f ie d -in du s tr y. 

28. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further comprising: 
determining whether the business ratio value is between the lower quartile value and the 

upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value and the upper quartile 

value, wherein the business ratio value is located between the lower quartile value and the 
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upper quartile value, based on the determination that the business ratio value is between the 
lower quartile value and the upper quartile value. 

29. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, further comprising: 
determining whether the business ratio value is outside a range between the lower 

quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value, and the upper quartile 
value, wherein the business ratio value is located outside the range between the lower quartile 
value and the upper quartile value based on the determination that the business ratio value is at 
least one of less than the lower quartile value or greater than the upper quartile value. 

30. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the business 
ratio value represents at least one of a quick ratio, a current ratio, a current liabilities to net 
worth ratio, a current liabilities to inventory ratio, a total liabilities to net worth ratio, a fixed 
assets to net worth ratio, a collection period ratio, a sales to inventory ratio, an assets to sales 
ratio, a sales to net working capital ratio, an accounts payable to sales ratio, a return on sales 
ratio, a return on assets ratio, and a return on equity ratio. 

31 . (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein the reference 
demarcation of the business ratio value includes using a first color to indicate performance of 
the business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a second color 
to indicate performance of the business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

32. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein reference 
demarcation of the business ratio value includes using a first shading to indicate performance of 
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the business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a second 
shading to indicate performance of the business between the median value and the upper 
quartile value. 

33. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27, wherein reference 
demarcation of the business ratio value includes using a minus sign to indicate performance of 
the business between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a plus sign to 
indicate performance of the business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

34-39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Currently amended) A system for visualizing numerical benchmarks to interpret 
performance of a business, comprising: 

means for sending a first electronic request to a data provider directly from a user, the 
request specifying a business; 

means for sending a second electronic request to the data provider directly from a user, 
the request specifying an industry; 

means for receiving information electronically from the data provider relating to the 
general performance of the specified business in relation to the specified industry wherein the 
information includes a business ratio value, an industry lower quartile value, an industry median 
value and an industry upper quartile value; 

means for loading the received information into a spreadsheet application; and 

means for creating a display based on the information loaded into the spreadsheet 
application, including in the display a graphical shape bilaterally symmetric about a first axis and 
having a left and right side, the left side of the graphical shape being associate with the upper 
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quartile value, the right side of the graphical shape being associated with the lower quartiie 

vaiue, and the first axis being associated with the median value, and further including in the 

display the lower quartile value, the median value, and-the upper quartile value of the industry^ 

and at least one reference demarcation regarding a performance of the specified business in 

relation to the specified industry , wherein the business ratio value is indicated in relation to the 

industry lower quartile value, industry median value, and industry upper quartile vaSue~ar4d~ 

further i n c lud ing in the d i splay at le ast one refer e nce demarcat i on regarding a perf ormance of 

th e sp e c i f ied business in relation to the specif i ed indu str y . 

41 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 40, further comprising: 

means for determining whether the business ratio value is between the lower quartile 
vaiue and the upper quartile value; and 

means for including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value and the 
upper quartile value, wherein the business ratio value is located between the lower quartile 
value and the upper quartile value, based on the determination that the business ratio value is 
between the lower quartile value and the upper quartile value. 

42. (Original) The system of claim 40, further comprising: 

means for determining whether the business ratio value is outside a range between the 
lower quartile value and the upper quartile value; and 

means for including in the display the lower quartile value, the median value, and the 
upper quartile vaiue, wherein the business ratio value is located outside the range between the 
lower quartile value and the upper quartile value based on the determination that the business 
ratio value is at least one of less than the lower quartile value or greater than the upper quartiie 
vaiue. 
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43. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein the business ratio value represents at 
least one of a quick ratio, a current ratio, a current liabilities to net worth ratio, a current liabilities 
to inventory ratio, a total liabilities to net worth ratio, a fixed assets to net worth ratio, a collection 
period ratio, a sales to inventory ratio, an assets to sales ratio, a sales to net working capita! 
ratio, an accounts payable to sales ratio, a return on sales ratio, a return on assets ratio, and a 
return on equity ratio. 

44. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein the reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a first color to indicate performance of the business between 
the lower quartile value and the median value and using a second color to indicate performance 
of the business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

45. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a first shading to indicate performance of the business 
between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a second shading to indicate 
performance of the business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

46. (Original) The system of claim 40, wherein reference demarcation of the 
business ratio value includes using a minus sign to indicate performance of the business 
between the lower quartile value and the median value and using a plus sign to indicate 
performance of the business between the median value and the upper quartile value. 

47-52. (Cancelled) 
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